RADIO VATICAN'S OPPOSITION TO NAZI IDEOLOGY,
1940-1942°

Much has recently been published accusing Pius XII and the
Catholic Church of having been silent as the Jews of Europe were
murdered (). That charge is compounded by the accusation that

(*) This article is an extended version of a paper presented at the XIV'™"

Biennial Conference of the Australasian Association for European History, Uni-
versity of Queensland, 7-11 July 2003. I thank Solange de Maillardoz from the
Direzione generale segrelaria of Vatican radio for having given me access to the
unedited manuscript entitled La Voix du Valican, presented by Robert A. Gra-
HAM, S. J., January 1989 (Rome). The manuscript contains substantial extracts
of the broadcasts made by I'r. Emmanuel Mistiaen S.J. recorded by French lis-
teners. The manuscript also includes an article from Fr. Paul Droulers as well as
two memoranda from an unnamed Dutch Jesuit and from Fr. Albert Dauchy, a
wartime collaborator of Fr. E. Mistiaen. I would like to thank Franco Tantarelli
for having obtained the manuscript on my behalf, Thérese Ridley for her trans-
lations of material dealing with the papacy, William Doino for his tireless assis-
tance and comments, IF. L.. Vlapomarda, S. J., I. Mistiaen, s.j., and J.-P. Delville
for informations and Antonia Finnane, Donna Merwick, Greg Dening, Chips So-
werwine and Colin Nettlebeck for their valuable comments on an earlier draft.
(1) Besides countless articles, the following books have presented the case
against Pius XII, the Vatican during World War II and the Catholic Church
generally: Daniel Jonah GoLbuaGeN, A Moral Reckoning. The Role of the Catho-
lic Church in the Holocaust and Its Unfulfilled Duly of Repair, New York, Knopf,
2002; James CarroLL, Conslantine’s Sword. The Church and the Jews. A Hislory,
Boston/New York, Houghton Mifflin, 2001; David I. Kertzer, The Popes
Against the Jews. The Valican'’s Role in the Rise of Anlisemilism, New York, A.
Knopf, 2001; Michael Puaver, The Catholic Church and the Holocaust, 1935-
1965, Indiana University Press, 2000; Garry WirLs, Papal Sin. Structures of
Deceit, New York, Double Day, 2000; Susan Zuccorri, Under His Very Win-
dow. The Valican and the Holocausl in Ilaly, New Haven/London, Yale Univer-
sity Press, 2000; John CorNwELL, Hiller's Pope. The Secrel Hislory of Pius X11,
New York, Viking, 1999; besides a large number of articles and book reviews,
the two major responses to the attacks on Pius XII and the Catholic Church
are: José SANcHEz, Pius X1I and the Holocaust. Understanding the Conlroversy,
Washington D. C., The Catholic University of America Press, 2002; Ronald J.
Rycuraxk, Hitler, the War, and the Pope, Huntington, Indiana, Our Sunday Visi-
tor, 2000; for the debate among the contending parties see Symposium on Pope
Pius XI1I and the Holocaust in Italy, in Journal of Modern Italian Studies, 7/2
(2002), p. 215-268; for two earlier studies by Jews defending Pius XII see Jeno
Levar, Hungarian Jewry and the Papacy: Pius XII Did Not Remain Silent.



