FEMINIST CHRISTIANS IN FLANDERS 1979-1990:
A NEW FEMINISATION?

Introduction

The second feminist wave in the sixties and seventies of the 20"
century did not go by unnoticed in the western catholic world.
From the beginning of the seventies, a new feminist theology came
into being ('). In spite of the great diversity within this new theo-
logical current, some elements remained constant. Criticism of the
male bias of traditional theology, and the wish to bring in the
experience and viewpoint of women, remained central issues.
Although most feminist theologians stayed within the Christian tra-
dition, striving for its critical reform, some chose to explore differ-
ent paths, considering Christianity as too patriarchal to be fruitful
for women and turning their backs on it (¥). The best known
among the latter was undoubtedly Mary Daly in the United States.

Originally, feminist theology was particularly popular in the
United States, where Mary Daly and also Rosemary Radford
Ruether were the principal theologians in this context (*). Influ-
enced by the American example, some prominent representatlives
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