
THE FLORENTINE BISHOP'S RITUAL ENTRY

AND THE ORIGINS OF THE MEDIEVAL

EPISCOPAL ADVENTUS*

Numerous historians have commented upon the elaborate ritual

performed when a bishop of Florence first entered the city (1).

Documented from 1286 to 1584, the ceremony was a procession

that went from the city gate to the episcopal palace, but it was

punctuated by numerous stops at sacred sites and usually took

two days to complete. It included four enthronements, at least

two feasts, one mass, a ritual marriage, several exchanges of gifts,

a special honor guard, and, usually, a great deal of dissension. Con-

stant bickering over participation in the ritual was what produced

many of the sources illuminating it (2). Although the Florentine

episcopal adventus is perhaps extraordinary in the richness of its

documentation, it was not unique. Elaborate rites of episcopal en-

try have been noted in other northern Italian cities � Bologna,

* A fellowship from the Harvard University Center for Italian Renaissance

Studies at Villa I Tatti allowed me to begin this research in Florence during the

1999-2000 academic year. Its completion was made possible by the support of

George Mason University. I would like to thank the Office of the Provost for a

summer research grant in 2001 and the College of Arts and Sciences and Mr.

and Mrs. Joseph J. Mathy for a Mathy Fellowship in 2002.

(1) E. Sanesi, L'Antico ingresso dei vescovi fiorentini, Florence, Artigianelli,

1932; R. Trexler, Public Life in Renaissance Florence, Ithaca - London, Cornell

University Press, 1980, p. 270-74; R. Bizzocchi, Chiesa e potere nella Toscana

del Quattrocento (Annali dell'Istituto storico italo-germanico. Monografia, 6), Bo-

logna, Il Mulino, 1987, p. 34-36; G. Dameron, Conflitto rituale e ceto dirigente

fiorentino alla fine del Duecento, in Richerche Storiche, 20 (1990), p. 263-86; S.

Mantini, Lo Spazio sacro della Firenze medicea, Florence, Loggia de' Lanzi,

1995, p. 89-95; G. Zarri, Recinti: Donne, clausura e matrimonio nella prima età
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