THE FLORENTINE BISHOP’S RITUAL ENTRY
AND THE ORIGINS OF THE MEDIEVAL
EPISCOPAL ADVENTUS*

Numerous historians have commented upon the elaborate ritual
performed when a bishop of Florence first entered the city (}).
Documented from 1286 to 1584, the ceremony was a procession
that went from the city gate to the episcopal palace, but it was
punctuated by numerous stops at sacred sites and usually took
two days to complete. It included four enthronements, at least
two feasts, one mass, a ritual marriage, several exchanges of gifts,
a special honor guard, and, usually, a great deal of dissension. Con-
stant bickering over participation in the ritual was what produced
many of the sources illuminating it (*). Although the Florentine
episcopal adventus is perhaps extraordinary in the richness of its
documentation, it was not unique. Elaborate rites of episcopal en-
try have been noted in other northern Italian cities — Bologna,
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