
CHRISTENDOM AND THE LEGACY OF THE SIXTIES:

BETWEEN THE SECULAR CITY AND THE

AGE OF AQUARIUS (1)

Undoubtedly, the 1960s constitute a turning point in the history

of the West, and the depth of the change comes clearly to the fore

with regard to religion. Not only have the churches and denomina-

tions undergone dramatic changes in this period, but there is a case

to be made that the significance of religion itself has changed.

However, developments regarding church and religion are often

ignored, and if treated it is mostly in isolation, as if they were

somewhat disconnected from society at large. Studies about the

Sixties, for example, hardly pay any attention to religion (2). The

reason for this omission is an alleged opposition between religion

and modernity, expressed in the so-called �secularization thesis�

which argues that since some mythical �Age of Faith�, usually situ-

ated somewhere in the Middle Ages or the Ancien Regime, religion

lost its all-embracing status, became privatized, and gradually lost

its social significance (3). This view of history, however, is seriously

being questioned since the 1970s (4). Some scholars even emphasize
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