“TIGHTROPE WALKERS ON THE BORDER
BETWEEN RELIGION AND MAGIC”

A Stupy OF THE ATTITUDES OF CaTHOLIC CLERICS NORTH OF THE
Linguistic FRONTIER WITHIN THE SOUTHERN NETHERLANDS
TowARDS SUPERSTITION AND THE CRIME OF
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Introduction

The Wilch-hunls in the Southern Netherlands (")

Like most European regions, the Southern Netherlands experi-
enced witch-hunts during the 16™ and 17"
of the Southern Netherlands covered some major regions such as

centuries. The territory

Flanders, Artois (with Douai and Arras), Brabant (with Breda,

(1) For general overviews with bibliographical references, see, among others,
W. pE BrEcourt — . pE WaarpT, Das Vordringen der Zaubereiverfolgungen
in die Niederlinde: Rhein, Maas und Schelde entlang, in: A. BLAUERT (ed.) Kel-
zer, Zauberer, Hexen: Die Anfinge der europdischen Hexenverfolgungen, Frank-
furt, Suhrkamp, 1990, p. 182-216; M.-S. DuronT-BoucHaT (ed.), La sorcellerie
dans les Pays-Bas. De hekserij in de Nederlanden, Heule, UGA, 1987; IpEM, Sor-
cellerie et superstition: lattitude de I'Eglise dans les Pays-Bas (xvi™-xvii™ sie-
cles), in: H. HasqQuin (ed.), Magie, sorcellerie, parapsychologie, Brussels, ULB,
1984, p. 61-84; J. MoxBaLLyU, Die Hexenprozesse in der Grafschaft Flandern
(1495-1692). Chronologie, Soziographie, Geographie und Verfahren, in: H. EIDEN
— R. VortMmER (ed), Hexenprozesse und Gerichispraxis, Trier, Spee Verlag, 2002,
p. 279-314; IpeEm, Heksen en hun buren in Frans-Vlaanderen 16% tot 18% eeuw,
Ieper, Stadsarchief, 2004; Ipem, Van hekserij beschuldigd: Heksenprocessen in
Viaanderen lijdens de 169 en 177 eeuw, Heule, UGA, 1996; R. MUCHEMBLED,
Sorcieres du Cambrésis. L'acculluralion du monde rural aux xvi® el xvii° siecles,
in: M.-S. DuponT-BoucHaT — W. Friunorr — R. MucHEMBLED (ed), Prophe-
les el sorciers dans les Pays-Bas, xvi*-xvii® siécle, Paris, Hachette, 1978, p. 155-
261; F. VANHEMELRYCK, Het gevecht met de duivel: Heksen in Vlaanderen, l.eu-
ven, Davidsfonds, 1999; D. Vanysacker, Hel aandeel van de Zuidelijke Neder-
landen in de Europese heksenvervolging (1450-1685). Een status quaestionis, in:
Trajecta, 9 (2000), p. 329-349; IpEMm, Art. Southern Netherlands, wc lrials, in: R.
M. GoLbeN (ed), Encyclopedia of Wilchcrafl. The Weslern Tradilion, Santa Bar-
bara, ABC-CLIO, 2005 (forthcoming December); IpEm, The Impact of Huma-
nists on Wilcheraft — Proseculions in 16™ and 17™-Century Bruges, in:
Humanistica Lovaniensia. Journal of Neo-Latin Studies, 50 (2001), p. 393-434.



