
THE DATE OF THE MERGER OF SAVIGNY AND

CIºTEAUX RECONSIDERED

Scholars have long recognized that the incorporation of previ-

ously independent reform communities was a significant element

of Cistercian growth in the 12th century, (1) and one of the most

notable examples was the merger of the Norman monastery of

Savigny and its affiliates with the Order of Cí� teaux. The Savigniac

congregation had, within four decades of its establishment in 1113,

grown to include more than thirty houses on both sides of the Eng-

lish Channel, and the addition of so many existing foundations to

the Order at a single stroke was an event of signal importance �

though perhaps one that brought difficulties in its wake. (2)

Although writers agreed that the union was a significant milestone,

however, they disagreed about the date and place of the event. The

issue appeared simple enough: did the merger occur in 1147, at the

Cistercian General Chapter held regularly in September at Cí� teaux,

or in 1148, either at the Council of Rheims or at the Chapter of

that year? From the 17th century onward, many respected authors

�including Manrique, Meschet, Lenain, Tissier and Du Monstier
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