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Introduction

The importance of sex or gender for the power, impact or even
the very existence of Christianity has evolved within the historical
research of the last decades from a barely examined factor to an
essential basis for the construction of different theories. The main
representative for this attention is the master narrative of the femi-
nization of Christianily.

It embodies a shift in vision within historical research. The
image of the 19" century evolved from a secular era to a period
characterized by a flourishing religious life, with women as its main
cornerstones. However, the secularization thesis was not always
completely relegated to the background and the feminization of
Christianily was perceived as an aspect of the secularization, as an
addition to this thesis. The argument goes thatl, even though men
were seduced by the secularization, Christian culture by no means
disappeared completely as women ensured its continued existence
and development. (') Opinions differ as to whether this is a positive
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