
A TIME OF GREAT CONFUSION

SECOND-GENERATION CLUNIAC REFORMERS AND

RESISTANCE TO MONASTIC CENTRALIZATION IN THE

COUNTY OF FLANDERS (c. 1125-1145) (1)

The introduction of Cluniac customs into Flemish monasteries at

the turn of the 12
th

century is a well-studied phenomenon. (2)

Besides a sincere belief in the spirit of the Cluniac movement and a

desire to revitalize Benedictine monasticism, this study has revealed

a strategy on behalf of secular and ecclesiastical leaders to disen-

tange and rearrange the complicated social networks around some

of the largest and richest institutions in the county. (3) The fact that

the methods of the reformers varied according to the specific social

context in which a community found itself, as well as the fact that

the reforms were managed entirely by Flemish actors without the

involvement of Cluny, effectively prevented the creation of a homo-

geneous network of monasteries, both in terms of internal

(1) Work on this paper began during my fellowship at the Institute for

Advanced Study in Princeton in the Fall of 2005. My thanks to Arnoud-Jan

Bijsterveld, Giles Constable, Georges Declercq, Brigitte Meijns, Diane

Reilly and Melissa Provijn for commenting on the drafts.

(2) A basic bibliography on the reforms includes E. Sabbe, La réforme cluni-
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e siècle. II, Brussels, 1940, p. 89-99; J.M.

De Smet, Quand Robert II confia-t-il Saint-Bertin à Cluny?, in R.H.E., 44
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